My War Memories, 1914-1918
was urgently called for. The enemy's enveloping movement became more obvious from day to day, and his pressure round Novo-Georgievsk and Warsaw was continually increasing.
A period of intense anxiety began. To accept battle would have been too dangerous. It became evident that an hour would soon come when General von Mackensen would have to be withdrawn from in front of Warsaw. But this would have to be done neither too early nor too late. It was indeed a difficult decision. What would the country say ?
On the evening of October lyth I considered that the moment had arrived to order the retirement. I asked General von Hindenburg to withdraw General von MackensenJs group from Warsaw west-south-west to the Rawa-Skierniwice-Lowicz line. There was hope that there would just be time to bring the relieved Landwehr Corps into line north of the Pilica between Novo-Miasto and Rawa. By these movements a new front would have been offered to the Russian attack. It is true that its left wing would only have been insufficiently protected by Land-sturm and cavalry, but it was possible, if necessary, to withdraw it. If the Russians took the bait it was within the bounds of possibility to attack them in flank across the Pilica east of Novo-Miasto, using the 20th and the nth A.C. and the Guard R.C., which would already have been concentrated there, or could not be far away. A decision might thus be secured. By these operations we would gain time. After all, we must know some time whether the Austrian Army south of the San had been successful.
Unfortunately, this became more and more doubtful. In fact, as early as the night of October I7th-i8th, it was the Russians who crossed the San, and thus did what the Austrian Army had not been able to accomplish.
General von Mackensen marched away from Warsaw in the night of the iSth-igth. The movements, which had long been prepared, were carried out in exemplary order. The enemy took no booty, and it was only gradually that he took up the pursuit vigorously.
On the 25th and 26th October, General von Mackensen, the
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